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Age Groups…

Boys & Girls
These ages are based on age June 1, 2012
16-17 18 Holes 
14-15 18 Holes
12-13 9 Holes
10-11 9 Holes 
9 and under 9 Holes
	Rules and Information 

	Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour


About Us 
Our Mission
To provide youth with a unique experience that allows youth between the ages of 8-17 to develop their competitive playing skills and expand their knowledge and practice of golf’s etiquette and rules. 

What do we do?
The GCJGT runs golf tournaments for juniors ages 17 and under.

What are the age groups?
These ages are based on age June 1, 2012
16-17 18 Holes 
14-15 18 Holes
12-13 9 Holes
10-11 9 Holes 
9 and under 9 Holes

How do I get more information or join the association?
Information is available on the website at www.GulfCoastGolf.org.  
 
Contact Information

GCJGT

P.O. Box 1914 
Biloxi, MS 39533 
PHONE: (228) 374-GOLF or (228) 374-4653 
FAX: (228) 374-4655

WEBSITE:  www.GulfCoastGolf.org

Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour Committee
Committee 
The Gulf Coast Junior Golf Foundation Board of Directors are volunteers who manages the organization and its program with the help of an administrator and a programs director:

Executive Director – Kevin Drum - Non Voting

Junior Program Director – Rachel Snell - Non Voting

Administration – Pat Meck - Non-Voting

Board Member – Mike Buckley

Board Member – Michael Sunderman

Board Member – Thomas Snell

Board Member – Todd Trenchard

Board Member – Russ Bloom

Board Member – Scott Jackson

Board Member – Kenny Hughes

Board Members –Jack Zink

If you would like to ask a question to a board member or would like more information on serving on the Junior Golf Foundation Board click on this Contact Us Link or Sign Up For Our FREE Newsletter Below.

Rules & Guidelines
GCJGT abides by the USGA Rules of Golf and local club rules to provide a consistent and professional approach to the game.  All tournament participants are required to play by these rules.  The only exceptions to some of these rules are provided for ages 10 & under.   

· Format of Play 
· General Rules & Policies 
· Pace of Play 
· Spectator Guidelines 
· Rules for Players Ages 10 & Under 

 
Format of Play
  
Division 9 & Under must have an adult to assist in carrying his or her clubs, help in the instructional phases of the game, and keep the player’s score. 

PLAYING BRACKETS 
Players start in the age bracket based on their ages on June 1, 2012. A player who elects to move up to a higher age bracket may not move down in age division for the remainder of the year, including the Gulf Coast Junior Amateur Championship. Players wishing to elect this option must state their intentions on the application.

All rules apply to the division being played not the age of the participant.


Player of the Year Points Breakdown for Tournaments 
The following point system shall determine Player of the Year Honors in each age division.
 
1st-100 Points          4th-70 Points           7th-40 Points           10th & higher -10 Points
2nd-90 Points         5th-60 Points           8th-30 Points           
3rd-80 Points          6th-50 Points             9th-20 Points

General Rules & Policies 

1.  Junior membership to the tour shall be open to boys and girls who have not turned 18 by June 1, 2012.  
2.  Annual Membership dues are $30.00

3.  Entry fees for each event are posted on the website.  All entries and fees must be received by the specified deadline. NO REFUNDS in the event of withdrawal, rainout, etc.

4.  USGA rules will govern all play except where it is necessary to apply local rules. Decisions of the members of the rules committee will be final in all matters concerning the interpretation and enforcement of the Rules of Golf and the tournament rules of the Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour.

5.  All participants are guests at the host Golf Club. Participants are required to wear appropriate golf attire at all times while at the facility. Cut-offs, blue jeans, tank tops, leggings, and short short/skirts (more than 5: above the knee or less than 5” inseam) are not considered proper golf attire. Please use discretion. Boys must wear collared shirts tucked in at all times. Hats are to be worn forward. Boys may not wear earrings. Proper attire is required in order to appropriately represent GCJGT. Improper attire may result in a player not being allowed to compete. Tournament officials will enforce this rule. The tournament committee will review unusual hair or clothing styles. 

6.  Spectators are expected to adhere to the same dress code as players and are expected to remain on cart paths at all times.  

7.  Time of Starting:  Any player who has not completed registration at the tournament site by the announced starting time will be disqualified.

8.  All players must register at each tournament at the registration area. Scorecards will be distributed to contestants at the starting tee.  Scorecards must be exchanged among players within playing groups and scorecards must be signed and attested before they are turned in at the scoring table or scoreboard, as appropriate. All players must remain seated at the scorers table until released by scoring official.

9.  The use of caddies by tournament contestants is prohibited. ***Exceptions to this rule is the 9 & Under age groups. See rules specific to this group.***

10.  The use of golf vehicles for riding by tournament contestants is prohibited. Penalty: two strokes.*** Exceptions to these rules can be instituted because of extreme heat

11.  Pull carts are permitted unless prohibited by host facility.

12.  Use of tobacco, drugs, alcoholic beverages, or betting by contestants during any tournament is strictly prohibited. Violators will be disqualified. Cell phones and beepers are prohibited on the course.

13.  Code of Conduct…A two-stroke penalty may be assessed against any contestant for use of profanity or throwing golf equipment during any tournament. These actions may also be grounds for immediate disqualification from the tournament by the Rules Committee depending on severity. In the event of damage to any part of the golf course, the player shall be disqualified from the event and, at the discretion of the Committee, may forfeit GCJGT membership.
The GCJGT provides a worthwhile activity which can be pursued throughout life and which helps develop character and good sportsmanship. The GCJGT Code of Conduct is a guideline for junior golfers to follow throughout the tournaments, both on and off the course. It is not intended to scare players, but to help GCJGT participants understand the consequences of their actions. Specific Penalties will be assessed for the following:  

• A 2-Stroke penalty will be assessed every time a participant leaves litter on the course property and fails to pick up litter found on the course. 

• A 2-Stroke penalty will be assessed every time a participant fails to replace a divot, repair a ball mark or fails to rake a bunker. 

Any of the following behavior will result in a warning. Flagrant and subsequent violations will result in disqualification. Repeated infractions will result in suspension of membership: 

• Lack of respect for others 

• Improper attire (see dress code) 

• Use of electronic devices (includes mp3 players, radios, gaming devises and cell phones) are prohibited during the round of play. Devices may be used before and after the round. This policy applies to scorekeepers and caddies. 

The following violations are always considered flagrant and as such, they will result in automatic disqualification: 

• Cheating 

• Lack of respect for volunteers or officials 

• Damage to course or course property 

• Smoking or use of tobacco, alcohol or illegal drugs 

• Throwing clubs 

• Obscene, abusive or vulgar language 

Please note that the GCJGT Tournament Staff has the right to deem other attire to be improper, even if it does not appear in the previous list.


14. The Maximum Allowable Stroke limit per hole is 10 strokes.  Once the player has hit his/her 10th shot, he/she must pick up the ball.  When this procedure is used circle the score on the scorecard.

15.  If a player finds he cannot compete in an event for which he has registered, he must withdraw 24 hours prior to the event by contacting the GCJGT. In the event of illness, call GCJGT prior to your tee time. PLEASE DO NOT CALL THE GOLF COURSE. If you cannot compete and do not withdraw and are therefore a “no show”, the following action will be taken:
· You will not be accepted to participate in the next event. 

· In the event of a second offense, either a no-card or no-show you will not be allowed to participate in any GCJGT event for the remainder of the year. 

16.  For “no scorecards,” (e.g., no card turned in) players will be disciplined in the same manner as no shows (see #15).

17.  The number of winners eligible for awards within each age group will be determined by the Tournament Committee.

18.  Rain-Out Policy. Tournament results within each age group will be based on only those holes completed by all players within each age group, with the following minimum hole requirements for trophies to be awarded:

· Age brackets playing 9 holes must complete at least 6 holes. 

· Age brackets playing 18 holes must complete at least 9 holes. 

19. DETERMINATION OF WINNERS AND PLACES IN GCJGT EVENTS…

In the event of ties:   All ties for places receiving awards for regular GCJGT events will be determined using the following method…For 18 hole events, ties will be broken on the basis of the best score for the last 9 holes.  If the tying players have the same score for the last 9 holes, determine the place based upon the last 6 holes, last 3 holes and finally the 18th hole.  If a tie still exists, the tie will be broken by lot.  For 9 hole events, ties will be broken on the basis of the best score for the last 6 holes.  If the tying players have the same score for the last 6 holes, determine the place based upon the last 3 holes, and finally the last hole.  If a tie still exists, the tie will be broken by lot.

20.  Decisions of the Committee will be final in all matters concerning the tournament rules and policies of the Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour.

21.  Parents and other interested persons are encouraged to be spectators. Upon the written request of the Rules Committee, or any member thereof, the GCJGT Committee shall have the right to indefinitely suspend any parent or other spectator for any violation of the Tour’s Spectator Rules or for any unsportsmanlike behavior or other conduct which, in the opinion of the Committee, is inconsistent with the Tour’s purposes or is intended to interfere with the operation of the GCJGTand its committees. *See Spectator Rules.

22.  Lightning policy. All players are responsible for determining danger from lightning. At any point if you feel threatened by lightning, you should immediately head for safety. You are not required to wait for play to be suspended by the Committee. In the event that play is suspended by the Committee, ALL PLAY SHALL IMMEDIATELY STOP.  You do not have the option of completing the hole. Please review evacuation plan prior at tee off.

23. No metal or traditionally designed spikes are permitted. Penalty--disqualification.
24. WEATHER RELATED TERMINATION OF AN EVENT…

If the termination of an event is necessary due to weather the following procedure is implemented to determine a winner:  Tee times, one tee, 18 hole event:  If all competitors have completed the first 9 holes in the same age group, the winner shall be determined on the basis of the first 9 holes completed by all players.  When all players in an age group have not completed the same nine holes, there will not be a tournament winner in that age group. 
Tee times or multiple tee start for 18 hole event:  the scores will be determined on the basis of the first 9 holes completed by all players within an age group.  When all players in an age group have not completed the same 9 holes, there will not be a tournament winner in that age group.


*  If payment of membership dues and/or tournament entry fees will result in a financial hardship, said fees may, upon written request to the Gulf Coast Golf Foundation, be waived.


**  The member is responsible for any bank charges attributed to returned checks. Amount owed must be paid in full prior to the next event.  
Pace of Play Policies 

Rule 6-7 states in part, “the players shall play without undue delay and in accordance with any pace of play guidelines which may be laid down by the Committee” and thereafter prescribes penalties for slow play. (See note 2 under Rule 6-7). In order to prevent any such penalty we suggest that you carefully review the following guidelines. 

Definition of “Out of Position”
The first group to start will be considered to be out of position if, at any time during the round, the group is behind the prescribed schedule. 

Any following group will be considered to be out of position if it: a) is taking more than the allotted time to play and b) reaches a par 3 and the hole is clear, fails to clear the tee of a par 4 hole before the preceding group clears the putting green, or arrives at the teeing ground of a par 5 hole when the preceding group is on the putting green. 
Note: Both a) and b) must apply for a group to be out of position. 
When Group Is Out of Position
If a group is out of position, a Tournament Rules Official will warn the entire group. This will signify an automatic 1 stroke penalty, however, each player will have the right to challenge at the completion of play. They will then be observed on subsequent holes until they are back in position. 

Monitoring
Any player in the group out of position and who takes more than 40 seconds to play a stroke has a bad time and will be subject to penalty. 

Timing
The timing of a player’s stroke will begin when he has had reasonable opportunity to reach his ball, it is his turn to play and he can play without interference or distraction. 

Except on the putting green, if a player has reached his ball, it is his turn to play and there are no distractions, timing will begin after he has had reasonable time to select his club. Any time spent walking for determining yardage will count as time taken for the next stroke. 
On the putting green, timing will begin after the player has been allowed a reasonable amount of time to lift, clean and replace his ball, repair ball marks on his line of putt and remove loose impediments on his line of putt. Time spent looking at the line from beyond the hole and/or behind the ball will count as part of the time taken for the next stroke. 

Rulings and Other Incidents
If a ruling or some other legitimate delay occurs which causes the group in question to lose its position, that group is expected to regain its position within a reasonable time.  

Spectator Guidelines 

The Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour (GCJGT) will rigorously enforce spectator rules in conjunction with the GCJGT tournaments. These spectator rules are consistent with those of the American Junior Golf Association (AJGA), and other national junior tours and national junior tournaments. Because the GCJGT is a training ground for this arena, enforcement is with these national organizations.
A violation of the spectator rules will result in penalty strokes or disqualification for the junior participant involved. It is the junior golfer’s responsibility to make sure spectators do not cause a violation. 
Rules which must be followed: 
1. The junior participant is not to receive any advice from spectator (parents, relatives, and friends). Some examples of advice are: 

· Verbal communication with the participant. 

· Hand signals to the participant, including gestures to influence player decisions. 

· Providing participants with written material 

· Positioning yourself as a spectator to assist the junior participant with aim or alignment. 

2. Penalties can and will be assessed based on the appearance of communication, even if no actual advice may have been given. Spectators who need to talk with participants (ie. for health reasons, sunscreen, water etc.) should do so at a time in front of other spectators and/or other participants so there is never one-on-one situation between the spectator and the participant. 
  
 3. Whenever possible, spectators are requested to stay 30 yards from the participants to the side of fairways, tees, and greens. Please do not follow directly behind the participants, as this often prevents the next group from being able to hit their shots.
  
Exceptions: Players in 10 & Under age division must have parents with them at all times. 
  
SPECTATOR DRESS CODE 
  
TO BE ALLOWED ON THE COURSE AS A SPECTATOR, YOU MUST be attired in accordance with the GCJGT dress code. This is the same dress code required of our players. Appropriate golf attire must be worn--tailored slacks or shorts, collared shirts for men, tucked in at all times. 
  
Examples Of INAPPROPRIATE Attire: 
Blue jeans, bike shorts, leggings, tank tops, tee shirts, midriff tops, halter tops, sports bras, short shorts or skirts (more than 5” above knee or less than 5” inseam), hats worn backwards and earrings for males.
 



Rules for Players Ages 9 & Under 

· The Maximum Allowable Stroke limit per hole is 10 strokes.  Once the player has hit their 10th shot, he/she must pick up the ball.  When this procedure is used circle the score on the scorecard. 

· No riding in carts during play. Players may ride from green to tee to speed play. 

· Ball in bunker-2 strokes out of sand maximum. If ball is still in sand after two strokes, move outside of bunker, no closer to the hole. Do not add a third stroke for moving ball out of sand. No penalty for grounding club in sand, but instruct the player in the proper method of play. When this GCJGT procedure is used, the final score on the hole must be circled. 

·  Caddie may stand behind player’s line and stay there during shot. 

· Parent or caddie must keep score for player and check scores with other parents after each hole 

· When crossing a water hazard or lateral water hazard the player may drop on the other side after hitting two shots in the water. For example, a first shot is hit in this water. A ball is dropped on the near side with penalty. The third shot goes into the water. The ball is then dropped on the far side with a penalty stroke. The golfer is now hitting his fifth shot.  Out of bounds played by official rules. When this GCJGT procedure is used, the final score on the hole must be circled. 

· After maximum is reached, ball is to be played on the front of the green, golfer is then permitted to complete the hole. When this GCJGT procedure is used, the final score on the hole must be circled. 

· Whiffs count, but accidental touching or moving of ball does not. 

·  For the youngest age group, the emphasis is on enjoying the game and learning the rules and etiquette of golf. Parents or caddies should work together to show good sportsmanship and show their players how to accept winning and losing. 

	


GULF COAST GOLF FOUNDATION 

The local golf courses on the Mississippi Gulf Coast formed the Gulf Coast Golf Foundation officially after Katrina’s impact in August of 2005. Its mission is to provide an affordable opportunity for junior golfers to showcase their golfing talents and receive local recognition, and learn the spirit, integrity and all the inherent life lesson of the game of golf. 

Mission Statement

To promote golf and its life-enhancing values on Mississippi’s Gulf Coast with an emphasis on youth and the disadvantaged. Our initial goals are: 

1. Make Golf Lessons and Playing Opportunities available to the youth and under privileged so all can enjoy the benefits of Golf’s life lessons: Honesty, Responsibility, Courtesy, Integrity, Perserverance, Sportsmanship, Confidence and Respect. 

2. Align the organization with PGA, USGA, PGA Tour and Augusta National funded “First Tee” program and apply for Chapter Status. 

3. Continue to Support and develop the successful GCGF Junior Tour and any and all Junior Golf opportunities that give children and the disadvantaged opportunities to develop as confident and successful citizens and pass down those life lessons and life enhancing values to brothers, sisters, sons and daughters as well as be Gulf Coast ambassadors of the game. 

The Gulf Coast Golf Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation, a charity, and relies on fund-raising activities and donations received from clubs, corporations and individuals. All donations are tax-deductible to the extent allowed by law. The GCJGT governs and promotes junior golf on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. It introduces non-golfing juniors to the game, establishes golf programs at schools, assists golf courses with their junior programs, and conducts major junior golf tournaments on the coast. Membership in the GCJGT is open to all boys and girls, age 8 up to their 18th birthday or the day they enter college. 

**** A full schedule of events and clinics is available online at www.GulfCoastGolf.org ****
THANK YOU!

APPRECIATION OF SUPPORT

The Gulf Coast Golf Foundation is a 501(c)(3) corporation, a charity, and without the generous contributions of sponsors and courses, our extensive schedule of programs and events would not be possible. All juniors are encouraged to take a moment at each event and personally thank the Host Professional for their support. A brief note of appreciation will be sent to our corporate sponsors. Many individuals also give freely of their time to assist with all GCGF events; a simple thank you is a reminder of how much they are appreciated.
(If you signed up on line you do not have to sign this release – It was done on line)  
Release Agreement-MUST HAVE EACH YEAR ONCE!!!!!!
I __________________________, the parent of ______________________ hereby certify that my child is in normal health and capable of safe participation in the Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour program.  I understand all precaution will be taken to insure the safety of m child by the GCJGT, its staff, volunteers and other agents.  I furthermore support the GCJGT philosophy based on participation, fun, physical fitness and health, skill development, teamwork, fair play, family involvement, and volunteer leadership. 

  
___________________________________________                 __________________ 
Signature of  Parent/Guardian                                                        Date

  
Approval and consent by parent or guardian in case of emergency:  As a parent or guardian of the applicant, I hereby certify the facts as stated in this entry form and attest that I am familiar with his/her plans to participate and that he/she does so with my approval.  I further certify that, in the event that emergency medical care needs to be administered to the above name applicant and the below mentioned person cannot be contacted, the required parental consent may be given by an authorized member of the Gulf Coast Junior Golf Tour, I, the undersigned, do hereby release the Sponsor, GCJGT, their board of directors, staff, officers, volunteers, as well as any other agents, and officials from any and all liability, accidents, or injuries sustained by the applicant or parent/guardian in connection with the GCJGT. 
  
___________________________________________                 ____________________ 
Signature of  Parent/Guardian                                                        Date

  

Photo approval and consent:  From time to time, we may use photographs taken of GCJGT members, parents and volunteers at our tournaments and clinics.  We are asking that you sign this form releasing the GCJGT from any damages that might result form the use of such photographs.  Photos may be used in the newsletter, website or in promotional materials.   There is no intention by the GCJGT or its agent to exploit or harm any child.  I, the undersigned, do hereby release the GCJGT, its board of directors, stall, officers, volunteers, as well as any other agents, and officials from any and all liability related to the use of photos of the applicant or parent/guardian in connection with the GCJGT Junior Golf Program. 

  ____________________________________________
______________________ 
Signature of Parent/Guardian



Date 
PAGE  
1

