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By-Laws Of The
French Creek Golf Club Membership Association
ARTICLE I

Name

The name of this golf club membership association shall be French Creek Golf Club Membership Association (FCGCMA), herein referred to as the “Association”.
This Association works in concert with French Creek Golf Club, herein referred to as the “Club”.
ARTICLE II
Purpose


Section 1
To stimulate interest in golf at the French Creek Golf Club by bringing together a group of golfers desirous of forming a golfing association.


Section 2
To promote and foster among the members a closer bond and fraternity for their joint and mutual benefit, and to promote and conserve the best interest and true spirit of the game of golf as embodied in its ancient and honorable traditions.


Section 3
To encourage conformance to the USGA Rules of Golf.


Section 4
To maintain a uniform system of handicapping as set forth in the USGA Handicap System and to issue USGA indexes to the members.


Section 5 
To provide an authoritative body to govern and conduct club competitions.


Section 6
To develop and promote a calendar of social events to further stimulate interaction of members, their families and guests.


Section 7
To represent the interest of members in interfacing with Agrostis Golf Management, LLC (the club owner), their management, and staff.

Section 8
To continuously work with the Club staff to maintain a top-notch facility and to manage it in a professional manner, and to attract new members in accordance with Agrostis guidance and leadership.
ARTICLE III
Membership

Membership in the Association is annual and automatic for all full French Creek Golf Club members who have executed a current contract, satisfied their dues obligations, and are therefore bound by membership Policies and Golf Course Rule and Regulations.  Please refer to current Membership Agreement package for details.

A quorum at any general membership meeting shall consist of 30 percent of the memberships present; either in person or by proxy.  Each active (full) membership in good standing shall be entitled to one vote.    Voting shall take place during a two week period, and votes shall be cast either on paper or by electronic means such as the internet.
It is solely up to each membership to determine which member shall cast a vote.  A membership’s vote shall be forfeited if such membership is unable to reach consensus on their vote.  Such a situation shall not contribute to the presence of a quorum.

Social memberships shall not be entitled to a vote. 

The annual meeting of the French Creek Golf Club Membership Association shall be held in January.  The Board of Directors will provide for the holding of such other meetings as may be deemed necessary or desirable.

ARTICLE IV
Board of Directors
Section 1.  Number and Election.  The business of the Association shall be managed by a Board of Directors, consisting of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary Treasurer, the President Emeritus, and not more that two of whom shall be appointed and serve at the pleasure of the President during his/her term in office.  The Board of Directors shall also consist of Committee Chairs as chosen by the President.  
Section 2.  Qualifications.  Only those members who make up all or part of all of a voting membership shall be eligible to serve as members of the Board of Directors.  Each membership shall only be entitled to a single position on the Board of Directors.  Each member of the Board shall remain in good standing financially with the club at all times.
Section 3.  Powers.  The Board shall have the power, in conformity with these By-Laws, to exercise general supervision over Association affairs, to  remove the President, Vice-President, Secretary/Treasurer, and other officers and members of the Board of Directors who shall have failed to attend three consecutive regular Board meetings, and to create and fill other offices; to fill, by interim appointments, vacancies in all offices, including vacancies on the Board of Directors for the balance of any unexpired term, and, in concert with Agrostis Golf Management, to make and enforce reasonable rules and regulations for the operation of the Club’s facilities, and to carry these By-Laws into effect.  All activities supportive of the Purposes of the Association shall be managed and directed by the Board of Directors.    

These powers do not supersede the ability of Agrostis Golf Management to make rules and regulations unilaterally if desired.  
The Board’s powers include the ability to hold fund raising activities to defray costs.  Any accumulated funds shall be deposited and held in a special account.  The release of funds shall require the signature of two officers.
In accordance with French Creek Golf Club’s status as a non-equity club, owned and operated by Agrostis Golf Management, the board may not assess fees upon the members.
Section 4.  Quorum.  A majority of the Directors in office shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the transaction of business, and the acts of a majority of the Directors present at a meeting at which a quorum is present shall be the acts of the Board of Directors.  If all the Directors in office shall separately or collectively consent in writing to any action to be taken by the Association, such action shall be valid Association action as though it had been authorized at a meeting of the Board of Directors.  The Secretary/Treasurer is the sole judge as to the presence of a quorum.
Section 5.  Conduct of Meetings.  The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order (Newly Revised) shall govern Board Meetings in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws and any special rules of order the Association may adopt.
Section 6.  Meetings.
Regular Meetings.  The regular meeting of the Board shall be held every month in the Clubhouse at such time as shall be designated by the Board or as otherwise required.

Special Meetings.  Special meetings may be called by the President or three members of the Board at any time upon not less than 48 hours written notice to all Board members.
Section 7.  Member Matters.  Any member wishing to bring a matter before the Board may do so at any time by submitting a written summary of the issue or concern to any board member (this communication may be made via e-mail).  Any such issue will be reviewed by the full board at its next meeting.  
ARTICLE V
Officers
Section 1.  Term.  The officers elected at each annual membership meeting shall

hold office for two years.  They shall take their positions on the first Monday of February following the general membership meeting.   A vacancy in any office shall be filled by appointment by the Board of Directors until the next annual membership meeting.  The term of the officer selected by the Board shall expire simultaneously with other officers.
Section 2.  President.  The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Association.  He/she shall preside over all meetings of the Association and of the Board of Directors.  He/she shall be ex-officio a member of all committees.  The President is entitled to vote on every matter, and his/her vote shall break any ties.

Section 3.  Vice-President.  The Vice-President shall perform the duties of the President in the President’s absence.

Section 4.  Secretary/Treasurer.  
a)  Secretarial Duties: The Secretary/Treasurer shall attend all meetings of the Board and all meetings of the members and act as clerk thereof, and record all the votes of the Association and the minutes of all its transactions in electronic format.  He/she shall give, or cause to be given, notice of all meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors, and shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board or President.    He/she shall ensure the presence of a quorum, record votes, and act to ensure that votes occur in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order.
b) Treasurer Duties: He/she and those designated by and under his or her control and guidance shall have custody of the Association funds, shall keep full accurate accounts of all receipts and disbursements, and keep the monies of the Association in accounts exclusively to the credit of the Association.  He/she shall disburse the funds of the Association as necessary and as approved by the Board of Directors, consistent with the approved budget of the Association (if available), and shall render to the President, and Directors on a regular basis, or whenever they request it, an accounting of his/her transactions as Treasurer and the overall financial condition of the Association.  He/she shall make available to all Association members on or before June 1 of each year, a financial statement of the preceding year’s operations.
Section 6.  President Emeritus.  The President Emeritus shall be the immediately preceding President, who shall serve on the board so as to provide continuity to the Association’s activities.  The board may not fill this position the President Emeritus resigns or is unable to continue in his/her position.
ARTICLE VI

Meeting of Members
Section 1.  Nominating Committee.  A nominating committee shall be held convined two months prior to each Board election with the goal of locating qualified nominees for each Board position.   The Nominating Committee shall report on candidates to the Board of Directors and publish a list of candidates to the membership for their vote.   The names of each candidate shall also be posted on locker room bulletin boards.   Notification to the membership shall take place as soon as possible following the report to the Board, and each membership shall have two weeks to vote.
Section 2.  Annual Meeting.  The Annual Meeting shall be held each year at the Clubhouse in January at the time specified in the official notice to the membership of the meeting.

Section 3.  Special Meetings.  Special Meetings of the membership may be called by the Board of Directors or by the President.  They may also be called upon request in writing of at least ten percent of the memberships of the Association entitled to vote.  The purpose of any Special Meetings shall be stated in the call thereof and no business shall be transacted other than that stated in the call.

Section 4.  Notice.  Notice of every membership meeting shall be posted on the bulletin board in the Clubhouse and a copy shall be mailed and/or e-mailed to every membership entitled to vote.
ARTICLE VII

Committees
Section 1.  Standing Committees.  There shall be the following Standing Committees, the Chairman of which shall be appointed by the President:

(a) Social Committee
The social committee shall establish an annual social activity schedule and coordinate facility, food, and beverage needs to support each activity.  This will involve coordination with Tournament Committee relative to post tournament social events.  This committee will assist the Clubhouse Manager in meeting the facilities maintenance needs of the membership.

(b) Golf Committee
The committee shall establish local rules in accordance with USGA rules, and shall govern all pace of play issues.   The committee may also adopt and enforce such playing rules in concert with the full Board and Head Professional as it sees fit.  Changes to playing rules must be voted on by the Committee and the Board of Directors.

The Committee shall ensure that members are aware of, and adhere to USGA regulations on Etiquette, as found in Section 1 of the USGA rule book.

The Handicap Committee (which reports to the Golf Committee) shall monitor the use of the handicap system in accordance with USGA and GAP/WGAP requirements.  The committee shall also educate the membership on the use of the system and the modifications to the system before such changes occur.    The committee shall have the ability to adjust handicaps as per USGA guidelines and/or exclude members from Association events in the case of handicap irregularities.
(c) Green Committee
The Green Committee shall act as liaison between membership and Superintendent on matters regarding suggestions for course maintenance and improvement.  The committee shall provide for the education of members and guests regarding course maintenance practices. 
Should a member or group of members have a question about course improvements, the member/group should present the question to the Green Committee in writing, the following actions will be the potential result from the written inquiry:

1. The Green Committee will review the question.

2. The Green Committee may forward the question to the Superintendent.

3. The Superintendent will respond to the question with a formal answer and

    plan a schedule for action, if deemed appropriate.

4. The Green Committee will respond to the member or group of members.

Agrostis Golf Management shall have the final decision as to the action that is in the best interest of the golf club.

(d) Membership Committee
(e) Tournament Committee

The Tournament Committee shall promote the game of golf to the membership by establishing the annual tournament schedule and conducting the events with the assistance of the Golf Staff.  It will also coordinate FCGC participation in Golf Association of Philadelphia (GAP) and Women’s Golf Association of Philadelphia (WGAP) events, including the Spring Team matches.  
.
Section 2.  Other Committees.  There shall be such other special committees as shall be appointed by the President from time to time.
Section 3.  Committee Leadership.  Each Committee shall have a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson.  The Chairperson shall coordinate the activities of the committee and will be the voting representative for the committee on the Board of Directors.  The Chairperson shall be selected by the Association President. The Vice-Chairperson shall act as the assistant to the Chairperson of the committee, shall represent the Committee on the Board of Directors in the absence of the Chairperson.  If at any time the position of Vice-Chairperson is vacated, the committee shall elect a new Vice-Chairperson from current or new committee members
Section 3.  Committee Members.  All Standing Committee members shall be appointed by the respective Committee Chairs.   Members that do not attend three consecutive Standing Committee meetings are deemed to have resigned from their position as a committee member.
Section 4.  Duties.  All Standing Committees shall have such duties and areas of responsibilities as shall be set forth in the Association’s current by-laws.  All special committees shall have such duties and areas of responsibility not in conflict with those of the standing committees as shall be assigned by the President.
Section 5.  Conduct of Committee Meetings.  The proceedings of all committee meetings shall be recorded in electronic format, and provided to the Secretary/Treasurer as soon as possible after a committee meeting.   The time and location of committee meetings shall be made known to committee membership and the Board of Directors at least one month prior to the meeting, and they shall be published on the Club’s website.  

Meetings shall be held in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order whenever votes are being taken.  All committee members who are in good standing are eligible to vote on any business brought before their committee.    The Committee Chair’s vote shall break any tie.
ARTICLE VII
Amendments
These By-Laws may be altered, amended, or repealed by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the voting members present at any regular or special meeting of the members if notice of the proposed alteration, amendment, or repeal be contained in the notice of the meeting.

ARTICLE VII
Liability

Section 1. Limitation of Liability.  A director of the Association shall not be personally liable for monetary damages as such for any action taken, or any failure to take action, unless the director has breached or failed to perform the duties of his or her office under Section 8363 of the Pennsylvania Directors' Liability Act (relating to standard of care and justifiable reliance) as amended from time to time, or any successor provision, and the breach or failure constitutes self-dealing, willful misconduct or recklessness. This provision shall not apply to the responsibility or liability of a director pursuant to any criminal statute or the liability of a director for payment of taxes pursuant to local, state or federal law. 

ARTICLE IX
FRENCH CREEK GOLF CLUB

Rules and Regulations

Overview

The purpose of these rules and regulations are to make your experience at French Creek Golf Club as enjoyable as possible.  These rules and regulations will be reviewed from time to time to ensure they remain current and continue to provide the best possible experience.

Rules & Regulations

The management of French Creek, in conjunction with the Board of Directors may, from time to time, promulgate rules and regulations for the operation, and use of the Club and its facilities by members and guests.

1. All such rules and regulations not inconsistent with these By-Laws shall be binding upon all members.  

2. Such rules and regulations shall be published and made available to all members.

3. Such rules and regulations shall be approved by Agrostis Golf Management prior to their official adoption.

4. It is not permitted to bring animals onto French Creek Golf Club without approval of the General Manager.  This approval may be given for Special Events requiring carriages, sleighs, etc.

General

1. Members shall be courteous at all times to other members, guests, and staff.

2. The French Creek Clubhouse is a non-smoking facility.  Smoking is allowed in outdoor areas, including the clubhouse patio.

Guests
1. Guests are permitted to use all the facilities of the Clubhouse when accompanied by a member, or by prior special arrangement with Agrostis management.  

2. When there is a possibility that a guest may arrive at the Club before the member, the member should contact the Club office or the Pro Shop and give the guest’s name so that the guest may be properly welcomed to French Creek Golf Club.

3. Each member is responsible for the conduct of his/her guest, and shall be responsible for any expenses incurred, or damages caused by his/her guests.

4. Members and guests must identify themselves to Club personnel if requested to do so.

5. Members and their guests shall use the locker room facilities for their changing needs. Change of shoes or clothes shall not take place in the parking lot. 
Minors
1. Parents are responsible for the behavior of their minor children.

2. Minors under the age of 10 will not be allowed in the Clubhouse Dining Areas unless accompanied by an adult or by making special arrangements with the Club Management.

3. Men’s and Ladies’ Locker Rooms:  These rooms can only be used by minors for their intended purpose.

Charges
The Club operates on a no-cash basis.  Members may not pay cash for a service rendered by the Club, except for the Golf Pro Shop.  A member must sign for all obligations for food, beverage, etc.  Each member will be billed for charges in the month succeeding the month in which the expenses were incurred.

Dining Reservations
In order to staff and prepare properly, reservations are requested.  Staff will always attempt to serve members and their guests even without reservations, but parties with reservations will receive priority.

Alcoholic Beverages

Rules of the French Creek Bottle Club shall govern purchase and use of alcoholic beverages at the Club.
1. No alcoholic beverages, except those purchased from the Club, may be consumed in the Clubhouse or anywhere on Club property.

2. The General Manager or any staff member has the absolute right to refuse service to any member or guest based upon their estimation of the individual’s state of sobriety.

Dress Code Policies 

Please ensure that your guests are aware of these policies prior to arriving at the club

1. In general, all attire must be tailored and in good taste. 

2. Members and their guests shall use the locker room facilities for their changing needs. Changing shoes or clothes may not take place in the parking lot. 

3. Baseball-style hats must not be worn backwards or sideways.

4. All hats shall be removed in the dining room or grill.  

5. French Creek is a soft spikes facility.   Metal spikes are not allowed. 

6. Dress shoes or other hard-soled shoes shall not be worn on the golf course, practice green or practice facility.  Golf shoes and tennis shoes are permitted on those areas.

Ladies
1. Any sleeveless top worn must have a golf collar; conversely, any top lacking a golf collar must have sleeves.

2. Banded golf shirts may be worn untucked. 

3. Tank tops, tube tops and halter tops are not permitted (see unacceptable dress). 

4. Golf skirts, culottes and shorts must be no shorter than 6 inches above the kneecap. 

5. Tailored slacks or Capri-style pants are allowed.  

6. Leggings, jeans of any color or “grunge/skateboard-style” pants are not permitted (see unacceptable dress).
Men
1. Golf shirts must have a collar (standard style, turtleneck or mock style) and must be tucked in at all times 

2. Tailored golf shorts must be no shorter than 3 inches above the kneecap. 

3. Tailored slacks are allowed.  

4. Not permitted are rugby pants, sweat pants, jogging pants, paratrooper or cargo (“grunge/skateboard-style”) pants or jeans of any color (see unacceptable dress).  
Clubhouse
1. Smart casual attire is to be worn in the dining room or grill.

2. Jeans of any color are not acceptable. 

3. Hats/visors are not permitted in clubhouse dining areas. 

4. Children and Guests must be appropriately dressed in accordance with the Club’s Dress Code.

* Please ask one of the staff if you have questions regarding the dress code at French Creek.  The staff will not be able to let members or their guests play golf until they meet the dress code.
Privacy

1. Club facilities shall not be used for proprietary, political or commercial purposes.  

2. Subscription lists, petitions, and requests for charitable contributions shall not be brought into or circulated in the Clubhouse except for club purposes except with the permission of the General Manager and the Club President.

Cell Phone Policy

1. Cell phones and pagers must be on vibration or silent mode at all times when in the club house or on the golf course and when using the practice facilities.

2. Members and guests may receive phone calls, but must complete their conversation outside of the clubhouse, (on the patio, front entrance, etc).  No cell phone conversations may take place inside the clubhouse.  Courtesy phones have been provided for your use.

3. When on the golf course or practice range, please be sensitive to those around you by limiting your conversation or by walking to a secluded area.

4. Cell phones may be used for extreme emergencies while on the golf course, but cell phones are highly discouraged for general use.

5. Members of your playing group have the right to ask that you cease using your mobile phone if they deem it to be disruptive, excessive or negatively impacting pace of play.

Playing Golf at French Creek

1. Rules of the United States Golf Association govern all play except when modified by local rules.  Such local rules shall be posted in the clubhouse.

2. The golf course property may not be used for any purposes except golf without explicit prior approval of the General Manager and Head Professional. Picnicking, biking, kite flying, similar activities are not permitted on the golf course property. 

3. Unless otherwise permitted by the Club, children under the age of sixteen must be accompanied by an adult unless playing in a Club-sponsored tournament. Children aged twelve to fifteen may be allowed use of the golf facilities after successfully completing a Junior Development Course administered by the Club's Professional Staff.  Juniors sixteen years of age and over may be required to complete the Junior Development Course if they, in the view of the Professional Staff, do not possess the adequate knowledge of golf and its rules of etiquette.

4. If lightning is in the area, all play shall cease and players must seek appropriate shelter immediately.  Golfers are responsible for their own safety.

5. Club management may close the golf courses to play whenever the grounds could be damaged by play or for maintenance or special events.

6. Agrostis reserves the right to, from time to time, to establish and change the rules governing access to the golf course.

7. The Club shall have the right at any time to hold promotional and other special events including tournaments and outings, but will not schedule such events that would prevent the use of the Club by Members for more than five days in any calendar month.

HOURS OF PLAY

The hours of play and Golf Shop hours will be posted in the Golf Shop. The Golf Course Superintendent is authorized to determine when the golf course is fit for play. The Superintendent’s decision shall be final.  A designated Agrostis employee shall make the decision in the superintendent’s absence.

GOLF STARTING TIMES

See policy on starting times published by the Head Golf Professional.

REGISTRATION

All members and guests must register in the Golf Shop and/or with the Outside Services staff before beginning play.

GUEST PLAY

On weekends and holidays, guests are allowed after 10AM.   Please check with the Professional Staff before inviting guests to ensure they have the best possible experience while at French Creek.  Please ensure your guests are aware of and adhere to French Creek’s dress code.

SOCIAL MEMBERS

Valid playing times for Social Members may be determined by contacting the Professional Staff.

PRACTICE AREAS

1. The practice areas will open during normal operating hours as be posted in the Pro Shop. 

2. Range balls are for use on the practice areas only. Range balls are not to be used on the golf course.

3. Golf carts are not permitted on the practice areas, or in the parking lot area adjacent to the practice field.  Parking of golf carts is only allowed the area designated for this purpose.

4. Balls must be hit from designated areas only. No hitting is permitted from the rough or sides of the practice field.

5. Proper golf attire is required while using any of the practice areas.

CADDIES

Caddies may be reserved by contacting the pro shop.

HAND CARTS

Hand carts (“Speed Carts”) are permitted.  They must be kept at least 30 feet from greens.  Ideally, please try not to use a hand cart between a greenside bunker and the green.

ELECTRIC GOLF CART RULES

1. Golf carts shall not be used by a member or guest on the Club Facilities without proper assignment and registration in the Golf Shop. Only golf carts operated by the Club may be used on Club property. Golf cart fees are subject to change from time to time.

2. Each operator of a golf cart must be at least sixteen years of age and have a valid automobile driver's license or learner’s permit.

3. Golf carts shall never be used off club property.

4. Only two persons and two sets of golf clubs are permitted per golf cart.

5. Always use golf cart paths where provided. The daily cart rules posted by the Course Superintendent shall be followed at all times.  The daily cart path rule is posted on a sign located along the path to the 1st tee.

6. Except on golf cart paths, do not drive a golf cart within thirty feet of a green, a tee or a bunker.

7. Never drive a golf cart through a hazard, fescue, or long grass.  

8. Golf carts must not be driven in the rough unless absolutely necessary.

9. To protect the course, all cart rules found on signs shall be obeyed without exception.

10. Violations of the golf cart rules may result in loss of golf cart privileges.

THE GOLF COURSE 

Persons using the golf facilities should do their part to make a round of golf at French Creek a pleasant experience for everyone. Here are some suggestions:

1. Maintaining a pace of play in accordance with Club standards is the responsibility every golfer. A standard of 4 hours and 15 minutes has been set for French Creek Golf Club. Occasional modifications of this standard due to weather as authorized by the Golf Pro will clearly be communicated on the days in effect.

2. Persons using the golf facilities should do their part to make a round of golf at French Creek a pleasant experience for everyone. 

3. Each golfer is encouraged to become familiar with the generally recognized techniques for reasonably paced play. A list of these is posted in the Pro Shop.

4. The following are key pace of play expectations of golfers at French Creek
• Golfers are encouraged to play from tees appropriate for their skill level
• “Ready Golf” is encouraged
• Your place on the course should be immediately following the group ahead of you rather than in front of the group behind you.
• Please pick up when you have reached the maximum allowable strokes for your handicap. [See list posted in the Pro Shop]
• All players are requested to comply promptly with requests of the Golf Pro or the Starter.

5. The Professional Staff is responsible for ensuring that overall pace of play expectations are met.

6. Know and adhere to the Rules of Golf as published by the USGA.  Ideally, carry a rulebook.  Please pay special attention to Section I, Etiquette.

7. Local Rules shall be posted in the locker rooms and Pro Shop.  

8. Please do not waste time. Anticipate the club or clubs you may need and go directly to your ball. Always be near your ball to play promptly when it is your turn. If a player is delayed in making a shot, it would be courteous for such player to indicate to another player to play.

9. When play of a hole is completed, leave the green promptly and proceed to the next tee without delay. Do the scoring for the completed hole while the others in your group are playing from the next tee.

10. All players who stop for more than 10 minutes after playing nine holes for any reason will lose their position on the golf course and must get permission from the Professional Staff to resume play. Because French Creek currently does not have on-course lavatory facilities, it is certainly permissible to use the clubhouse’s facilities at the turn.  However, please try to be prompt, and if appropriate, let the following group play through.

11. Twosomes should not expect to play through foursomes and should not exert any pressure on groups ahead. Foursomes have the right of way. However, if a foursome or other group of players fails to keep its place on the course and there is more than one open hole ahead, they must invite the group following to play through.

12. All players, especially children and beginning golfers, are expected to learn and observe the fundamentals of golf etiquette.

13. “Cutting-in” is not permitted at any time. All players must register at the Pro Shop. Under no circumstances are players permitted to start play from residences.

14. Club management, at their discretion,  may close the golf course for maintenance, special events or for play whenever the grounds could be damaged by play.  Appropriate notice of such closures shall be provided to Club Members.

CARE OF THE COURSE

1. Please leave the course better than you found it.

2. Before leaving a bunker, players shall carefully fill and smooth over all holes and footprints with rake.  Rakes shall be left in the bunker.

3. Players are requested to pick up tees after their tee shots. Players must be careful in discarding broken tees since the tees damage the mowers and puncture golf cart tires.

4. Players shall carefully repair any divots and any damage to the putting green made by the impact of a ball.  Generally speaking, fix any ball mark you see, even if it isn’t yours. 

5. Players shall avoid causing damage to the course by removing divots when taking practice swings or by hitting the head of a club into the ground, whether in anger or for any other reason. 

6. Players shall ensure that no damage is done to the putting green when removing and placing the flagstick on the green surface.

7. In order to avoid damaging the hole, players shall not stand too close to the hole and shall take care during the handling of the flagstick and the removal of a ball from the hole. The head of a club shall not be used to remove a ball from the hole. 

8. Players shall not lean on their clubs when on the putting green, particularly when removing the ball from the hole. 
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