
 

Allowed and Prohibited Uses of Equipment (Rule 4.3) 
________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear PGA Member,  

 

Since 2008 The PGA Local Rules and Terms of the Competition card has permitted the use of Distance 

Measuring Devices and from January 2019 has been allowed under Rule 4.3 of the Rules of Golf as published 

by the R&A. 

 

What’s The Rule? 

 

Rule 4.3a allows the use of distance-measuring devices so long as the player does not access any 

information that is prohibited under this Rule (details below). The first breach of this Rule means the player 

gets a loss of hole penalty in match play or a two-stroke penalty in stroke play. A second breach of Rule 

4.3 during the same round results in disqualification. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Interpretation on Putting Green Information 

 
This interpretation of Rule 4.3 limits the size and scale of detailed putting green maps and any similar 

electronic or digital materials that a player may use during a round to help with reading his or her line of 

play on the putting green so that a player’s ability to read a green remains an essential part of the skill of 

putting. If a player uses materials to read the line of play on the putting green that do not satisfy Steps 1 

– 3 the player is in breach of Rule 4.3a. 

 

Putting Green Maps 

 

The player is allowed to use a putting green map or other putting green information, except that: 

 

 
 

 

Electronic or Digital Putting Green Maps 

 

In electronic or digital form, any image of a putting green must meet the above scale and size limits. Even 

when an electronic or digital putting green map meets the above limits, the player is still in breach of Rule 

4.3 if the player uses any device in a manner not consistent with the purpose of these limits, such as by: 

• Increasing the size of the green’s representation beyond the scale or size limits; 

• Producing a recommended line of play based on the location (or estimated location) of the player’s 

ball (see Rule 4.3a(1)). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Any questions relating to the above should be directed towards the Tournament Director on site or through 

the PGA National Tournament Department. 

 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 
Chris Joyce 

Head of Tournament Operations 

January 2022 

 


